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and in the path of beets to be discharged there- 
from. The beets and other debris discharged 
from the elevator fall by gravity upon the drum 
and the beets are empaled uPon the spikes 25. 
The drum is caused to rotate in an anti-clockwise 
direction as viewed in Fig. 2 so that the beets 
are carried around with the ir.um until they are 
dislodged by flngers 29 adapted to press against 
the body of the drum between the rows of spikes 
28. These flngers 28 are anchored atone end 
to a transversely extending rod 89 affixed to the 
ends of a pair of straps 8 secured to the outer 
end of a shaft 82 upon hich Is mounted the 
drum 2 §. 
Drum shaft 2 is supported in a position above 
the opening in the receptacle by a pair of later- 
ally spaced standards 88, the lower ends of which 
are mounted upon brackets 84secured at spaced 
locations upon a brace 89 which extends between 
opposite side walls of the cart. Bracket 84 like- 
wise serres fo support the ends of a shaft 
extending parallel to the shaft 82 immediately 
adjacent the brace 8§ and supporting one end 
of an endless belt 87, the other end of which 
extends beyond the rear wall of the cart as indi- 
cated clearly in Fig. 2. The other end of the 
endlessbelt 7 is carried upon a shaft 8 sup- 
ported at its ends in side rails 89 serving as the 
frame for the endless belt 87. The outwardly 
extending end of the belt assembly 87 is sup- 
ported against vertical stress by a strap 49 se- 
cured atone end to each of the side rails 
The lower end of the strap is connected fo a lug 
4 secured to the wall of the cart 2{}. 
The endless conveyor 87 is driven from a chain 
42 trained around a sprocket wheel 43 mounted 
upon the end of the shaft 88. The belt 37 drives 
the shaft 86 at the other end thereof which in 
turn through a sprocket 44 and a chain 45 drives 
a sprocket 49 on the end of the shaft $2, which 
in turn rotates the drum 25. 
As pointed out before, beets discharged from 
the elevator 9 fall upon the spikes placed about 
the periphery of drum 25. The beets are empaled 
upon the spikes and carried around until they 
are dislodged by the fingers 29. The clods of 
dirt and other debris falling upon the dr.um are 
dlscharged upon the surface of the endless belt 
87 by which they are transported fo the end of 
the belt and discharged upon the ground. Since 
the drum 25 is mounted at the forward end of 
the belt 87 and the portion carrying the dis- 
lodglng fingers 29 is beyond the forward end of 
the belt and directly over the open upper end 
of the cart, the beets free of foreign matter are 
dropped into the receptacle. 
The operation of the mechanism of the present 
invention should be clearly understood from the 
foregoing description. However, it should like- 
wise be understood that modhïcations may be 
ruade therein without departing from the spirit 
of the invention or the scope of the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. The combination with an open top recep- 
racle and conveying means ïor delivering thereto 
root crops such as beets and the like with accom- 
panying dirt and debris, of a generally hori- 
zontal conveyor over the opening in the recep- 
racle in the path of the beets and accompanying 
debris to prevent entrance thereof into thc re- 
cePtacle, a member above the conveyor in the 
path of the beets and debris discharged thereto, 
and means carried by the member cooperative 
with the beets to selectively intercept the latter 

259947 
4 
and prevent them from falling upon the con- 
veyor, said conveyor being arranged to receive 
the debris and carry it beyond the confines of 
the receptacle. 
5 2. A cart for use in connection with a harvester 
for beets and the like to receive the harvested 
crop, comprising a frame, an open-top receptacle 
mounted upon the frame in the path of beet 
and accompanying debris discharged by gravity 
10 from the harvester, a generally horizontal con- 
veyor over the opening in the receptacle in the 
path of the beets and accompanying debris to pre- 
vent entrance thereof lnto the receptacle, a mem- 
ber above the conveyor in the path of the beet 
15 and debris discharged from the harvester, and 
means associated with sald member for selec- 
tively intercepting the beets and depositing them 
in the receptacle, said conveyor being adapted to 
receive the debris and carry It beyond the con- 
2O fines of the receptacle. 
3. In a power operated harvesting machine for 
beets and the ike including a wheeled support- 
ing frame, means for lifting the beets from the 
soil, a receptacle, means for conveying the beet 
25 from the lifting means to the receptacle, an end- 
less belt associated with the receptacle in the 
path of the beets and accompanylng debris dis- 
charged from the conveying means, said belt 
tending to a location to discharge the debris from 
3O the receptacle, a rotary member having Spike 
adapted to empale the beets and separate them 
from the debris, means for driving the belt to 
discharge the debrls Including means for drlving 
the rotary member, and means associated wlth 
35 said rotary member for dislodging the beets and 
depositing them in the receptacle. 
4. The combination with an open-top recep- 
racle and conveying means for dellvering there- 
to beets and the like, of an endless belt asso- 
40 ciated with the receptacle in the path of the beet 
and debris accompanying the beets in a position 
to prevent entrance thereof into the receptacle 
and extending to a location beyond the receptacle 
openlng, a rotary member vertically below the 
45 conveying means interposed between the latter 
and the endless belt, said member having radially 
projecting spikes adapted to receive by gravlty 
and empale the beets without lnterfering with 
passage of the debris to the endless belt, and 
5O means for driving the endless belt to discharge 
the debrls received thereon beyond the reCeptale. 
5. In a power operated harvestlng machine for 
beets and the like including a wheeled support- 
ing frame, means for llfting the beets from the 
55 soil, a receptacle, mens for conveying the beet 
from the lifting means to the receptacleo and 
means between the conveylng means and the 
ceptacle for isolating the beets from foreign mat- 
ter accompanying the beets comprlsing a rotary 
drum positioned below the point of dlscharge of 
6o 
the beets from the conveying means, said drum 
having radially extending spikes arranged about 
the periphery thereof adapted to empale the 
beets as they fall by gravity therefrom, and means 
65 for dislodging the beets from the spikes and 
positing them in the receptacle. 
6. The combination with an open-top recep- 
tacle and conveying means fordelivering there- 
to by gravity root crops such as beets and the 
7o like, of movable means associated with the 
ceptacle in the path of the beets and debris ac- 
companying the beets to prevent their entrance 
into the receptacle and extendlng to a location 
beyond the receptacle openlng, a rotary mëmber 
75 vertically below the conveying means interpoed 
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between the latter and the movable means, said 
member having radially projecting spikes adapt- 
ed fo receive by gravity and empale the beets 
without Interfering with passage of the debris 
to the movable means, and means for moving the 5 
movable means fo discharge the debris received 
thereon beyond the receptacle. 
7. A cart for use in connection with a bar- 
rester for beets and the like fo receive the har- 
vested crop, comprising aframe, an open-top re- 10 
ceptacle mounted upon the frame including a 
bottom, generally upright side walls and an el- 
evator for unloading beets from the receptacle, 
a rotary drum carried by the cart in the path 
of the beets and accompanying debris discharged 15 
from the harvester, said drum having radially 
extending spikes adapted to empale the beets 
and discharge them into the receptacle, and 
means for preventing entrance of the debris into 
the receptacle. 2O 
8. A cart for use in connection with a har- 
rester for beets and the like fo receive the har- 
vested crop, comprising a frame, an open-top 
receptacle mounted upon the frame including a 
bottom, generally upright side walls and an el- 25 
evator for unloading beets from the receptacle, 
a rotary drum carried by the cart in the path of 
the beets and accompanying debris discharged 
from the harvester, said drum having radially 

6 
extending spikes adapted fo empale the beets and 
discharge them into the receptacle, and means for 
effecting independent operation of the drum and 
the elevator. 
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